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Father Ernst Schmitz, a German priest
and zoologist, served in Jerusalem as
director of operations of the German

A iation of the Holy Land (Deutscher
Verein vom Heiligen Lande) from 1908
until his death. He researched the fauna
of the land and its environs, and left a
collection that provides rare
documentation of the landscapes of the
country and its biodiversity during his
lifetime, including species now extinct
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also obtained animals from different
places around the world. For many years
the collection was preserved in the
basement of the St. Paul Hospice in East
Jerusalem, where the Association has
established a museum to showcase its
contribution to the exploration of the
Holy Land. The collection owned by the
German Association of the Holy Land is
on loan and display at Tel Aviv
University’s Steinhardt Museum of
Natural History.
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Acantholepis Frauenfeldi Mayr
var. bipartita Smith

Lepisiota bipartita
(Smith, F., 1861)
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Bothriomyrmex meridionalis
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Bothriomyrmex atlantis
(Forel, 1894)
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Camponotus lateralis Ol.
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Camponotus maculatus F. ssp.
barbaricus Em.

Camponotus barbaricus
(Emery, 1905)
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Camponotus maculatus F. ssp.
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Camponotus sanctus
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thoracicus Fab. var Fellah Em.

Camponotus fellah
(Dalla Torre, 1893)
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Monomorium venustum
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Emery, 1881
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Pheidole pallidula Ngl. Pheidole schmitzi Y'NW N'MOX
(Forel, 1911)
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(Latreille, 1798)

Polyrachis simplex Mayr.

Polyrhachis lacteipennis
(Smith, F., 1858)
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Prenolepis longicornis Latr.

Paratrechina longicornis
(Latreille, 1802)

VINn NIJ17IN I'IXN

,O7TN 113131 Y191 , 01y X190 9ya 'l
1271 MTnRa Y1, e Ty

Tapinoma erraticum Latr.

Tapinoma erraticum
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Tapinoma nigerrimum
(Nylander, 1856)
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A Soldier’s Diary and the Erasure of Palestine’s Ottoman Past
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(Album, American Colony, LoB and the Matson Collection, 1915
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Tree of Hope / Sculptor: Mark Coreth | Photo: Baruch Gian

Mark Coreth was asked to produce a sculpture to go in the
Garden at Muristan belonging to the St John of Jerusalem Eye
Hospital. The commission was to make a piece of sculpture
that would tell the whole history of Jerusalem, the movement
of people and to give a message of HOPE for the region. A
tired old olive tree is full of dead wood but always has growth,
leaves and fruit, life... Mark therefore saw the olive as his
symbol of the City. BUT on seeing the swifts nesting in the
Western Wall of the Temple and flying excitedly over the
City... there he saw the symbol of the dynamic movement of
people. The swift is a bird of dynamics and HOPE, an ideal
image, he combined the two. The 'Tree of Hope” was created
by Mark, a Christian, it was cast by a foundry in Netanya but
worked upon by members of all the Abrahamic faiths. Aspects
of the garden were also funded by Jewish, Palestinian and
Christian philanthropists and donors.

There are 150 swifts in the canopy of the tree, many now
sponsored raising S5000 a swift to go to fund the Eye Clinic.
BUT importantly there are now an increasing number of swifts
migrating from the tree in the very heart of the Old City of
Jerusalem... quite literally winging their way around the world
spreading the message of HOPE and most in groups of three
as prayer flags for the Abrahamic Faiths to fly together. We
also have the nesting boxes above the clinic as an intricate
part of the sculpture, so the bronze swifts will be joined in
their migration by the real bird... All these swifts ARE a part
of the sculpture in Jerusalem even though they are detached.
The TREE of HOPE is therefore becoming the largest and
hopefully one of the most significant sculptural messages in
the world... Hope for unity amongst the Abrahamic Faiths.
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